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by the Prime Minister’s commitment to
work in a very close fashion to deal with
somebody who may be willing to do harm
to either of our countries. And that really
is the first step toward making sure we’re
secured.

Yes.

Marijuana

Q. [Inaudible]—the
Jjuana

President Bush. 1 don’t have a comment
on what you're doing internally about that.

Prime Minister Martin. 1 just like doing
press conferences with you. You get all the
questions. [Laughter]

issue of mari-

Intelligence Reform Legislation

Press Secretary McClellan. John King
with CNN.

President Bush. Yes, King. Why don’t you
ask the Prime Minister a question. You
heard him

Q. I was just about to apologize for dis-
appointing the Prime Minister. [Laughter]

Mr. President, I'd like you to answer crit-
ics back home who say that they think
you're trying to have it both ways on this
intelligence reform bill, that you say you
want the legislation, but they don't see a
sustained effort, both publicly or privately,
to challenge the members of your own
party who are blocking the bill, like, say,
you have done without hesitation many
times when it comes to Democrats blocking
your judicial nominees.

President Bush. Yes. Well, I want a bill.
Let's see if I can say it as plainly as I
can—I am for the intelligence bill. T have
spoken with Duncan Hunter, Representa-
tive Hunter, about the bill. T spoke with
Representative Sensenbrenner about the
bill. Vice President Cheney today is meet-
ing with members of the 9/11 Commission
about the bill. I am—I believe the bill is
necessary and important and hope we can
get it done next week and look forward
to talking to Speaker Hastert and Leader
Frist here before the week is out to express
to them why I just told you in public I'm
for the bill—again.

Thank you.

Prime Minister Martin. Thank you.

President Bush. Gregory [David Gregory,
NBC News]|, the Prime Minister needs a
translator. [Laughter]

NoOTE: The President’s news conference
began at 2:13 p.m. at the Lester B. Pearson
Building. In his remarks, he referred to
President Aleksander Kwasniewski of Po-
land; former President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq; and President Vladimir Putin of Russia.
Prime Minister Martin referred to Deputy
Prime Minister Anne McLellan and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Pierre Pettigrew of Can-
ada. A portion of the Prime Minister’s re-
marks and some questions from the Cana-
dian press were in French, and a translation
was provided.

Statement on the Resignation of Tom Ridge as Secretary of Homeland

Security
November 30, 2004

Tom Ridge has been a key member of
my Cabinet, working to help make America
safer and stronger. As the Nation’s first As-
sistant to the President for Homeland Secu-
rity and first Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, he oversaw the most extensive reorga-

nization of the Federal Government in 50
years. His efforts have resulted in safer
skies, increased border and port security,
and enhanced measures to safeguard our
critical infrastructure and the American
public. In the fight against terrorism, he
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has played a vital role in protecting the
American people from a real and ongoing
threat.

Tom has served America for decades, in-
cluding as a decorated Army soldier, as a
United States Congressman, and as Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania. He is a long-time
friend, and I thank him for his leadership
and dedicated service to our country.

America is safer and our Government is
better able to protect our people because
of his hard work. I wish him and Michele
all the best.

NoTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Ridge’s letter of
resignation.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by Prime Minister Paul Martin of Canada in

Gatineau, Canada
November 30, 2004

Thank you all. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Thank you all very much.
Thank you. The Prime Minister just said,
“It's good to be home.” I'm here to tell
you, it’s good to be in Canada. I want to
thank you for the warm reception, and I
was pleased to see when I opened up the
menu that we’ll be eating Alberta beef.

Mr. Prime Minister, Madam First Lady,
former Prime Ministers, distinguished lead-
ers of Canada, distinguished guests, and la-
dies and gentlemen, Laura and I are really
honored to be here in this great nation.
Canada is an old friend. Canada is an hon-
ored ally of America.

On this magnificent museum’s coat of
arms is a motto: Many cultures in one
country. In your nation and in mine, people
of many cultures, races, and religions em-
brace a set of ideals that proclaim the lib-
erty and equality of all. These principles
are the source of great unity in our diverse
lands, and they are the foundation of a
close and warm friendship between our two
nations.

Our common bond of values and mutual
respect have created an alliance that is un-
surpassed in strength and depth and poten-
tial. Ours is one of the largest trading rela-
tionships in the world. We depend on each
other to secure the energy resources that
help our economies expand. We work to-
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gether to protect the land and waters of
our beautiful continent. Most importantly,
our nations work together to protect our
people from harm.

For nearly 50 years, the military per-
sonnel of your nation and mine have
worked together as a single unit at NORAD
to monitor the air approaches to North
America and to protect us from attack. On
September the 11th, it was a Canadian gen-
eral, holding the chair at NORAD, who
gave the order to initiate our defenses. In
an era of new threats, American and Cana-
dian law enforcement and intelligence
agencies are working more closely than
ever before, and our peoples are more se-
cure because of it.

We also share the mission of spreading
the blessings of liberty around the world.
In October of this year, millions of Afghans,
including millions of women, voted peace-
fully to elect a leader of moderation. We're
working together for stability and prosperity
in Haiti and the Sudan. With Canada’s gen-
erous contribution, the reconstruction of
Iraq will help that nation become a peace-
ful democracy.

Our efforts in these troubled regions are
driven by our faith, faith in the ability of
liberty to unite different cultures, races,
and religions and faith in the ability of lib-
erty to lift up people, to offer an alternative
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